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The Children's Forest is
a conccP+ For the Faul
Propcr’ry on Mt. Lemmon
In Tucsoh, AZ and is a
partnershi between the
us Forest Service, the

University of Arizona's School

of Natural Resources and
the Tucson Unified School

District The idea is to Pr‘ovidc

a hatural area where TUSD
students con go to learn
about their environment in
conjunction with students
From the University of
Arizona. The hope is that
the Chidren's Forest wil be
a ploce where chidren learn
how to become stewards of
the land thrrough education
ond oPPor‘+unH'lc¢;.

The goal of this book is to give
the Founders of the Mt Lem-
mon Chidren's Forest con-
ceptual ideas that help guide
decision making. The deagree to
which the land will be déveloped
and Funding +o implement the
Forest willalso guide decison
The ideas includéd in this book
are meant to Providc a wide
range of options.

The mission of the
first Chidren's Forest
in California was to
Erovidc opportunities

or chidren to take a
leadership role in Forest
mahagement by agivin
them a legitimate voice
N caring ¥or our local
mountains; and through
Formal education an
volunteer progroms,
evoke a Fascination
with hature that
engenders a commitment
to TiFe-long learnin
and environmental
9+eward9hi|9.



Site AnalysSiS
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Conceptual MasSterplaN

Pedestrian Entrance

Fire Ecology Area

pedy uokueD ouIqes

Lower Trail Area

Central Way finder

QOutdoor Classroom
Vehicular Entrance

Old House Area




Interpretive Signage

Interpretative csiana e wil be
located +hr‘ouahou+ he site.
Specific areos have been
identified +hat provide educational
elements such as views, tree
r‘inﬂs, etc. within the site. There
aré a humber of other topic
areas that are not site spcci«(:ic
that can be located in the
uhlabeled areas or at other
areas within the site.

Entrance Signage

. Fire Ecology
other topics
Bighorn shee
= p Way finding
Predator/Prey

Geology/ Lichens
Native grasses

Tree Ring Display

Water/Snowpack Issues

Entrance Signage
Insects

Watersheds

Phenology




Interpretive elementS

I is recommended

that a simple metal

sigh frame be used

as housln For

the signag c due its
qﬁry and clarity.

dura

An outdoor miniature model to
encourage interaction

Smal green house

Interactive Elements

Ground level structure
that gives a sense of
scale For large trees.

ac nial Yrocks



Main PedesStrian Entrance
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THIS SPACE IS... weleome sig

or indicator easi
a welcome to the forest steep réall;r?dblc
a view into the site hil o2 From
a wayfinding experience town

where you get a sense of the place
separate from the road
access to the other areas

eautiful
views into
the Forest
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EYE CATCHING
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The entrance to the site
should be a clear threshold
into a spccial Placc of
learning. Different materials
can be used to create a
transition From c++ing off
the bus or out oF the car
and going into a fun and
educational space.




Main Vehicular Entrance
THIS SPACE IS. ..

a welcome to the forest
view of the entire site
a gathering space
where you forget about the city
separate from the road
access to the outdoor classroom

beautiful
views of
site and
surroundin

change in
materials

welcome siﬁn
or indicator

views of
Ecaks ond
e




obvious change
From pavemént




Old HousSe Site

THIS SPACE IS...

a place to get together
sit down and look around
a gathering space
where you can think about the forest
draw in a field notebook
eat lunch on a field trip
learn before you explore

shelter from the snow and rain
a storage area for the site
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BEAUTIFUL VIEWS
OF THE FOREST
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ITVING + bUILT mATERIAL
W SHEITER
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Old HousSe Site: dETAILS

Teaching ZoneS

There are over four separate teachin
zohes within the old house site. This allows for
classes or visitors to breakdown into smaller
Icar'nina groups. Each 5a+hcr‘in
or teaching zone is dispersed
thiroughout the site, with visual and
built barriers creating a sense of
rivacy. Each zone is also located
to direct and enhance the views
into different areas of the
chidrens fForest.

The shelter and multi-use built space on site has
the opportunity to be Plaz‘-‘:ul and functional in

its design. The Forest is the centerpiece, vet the
shelter and extended deck can act as the heart
of this special place. The conceptual plan of the
Old House sSite details a retrofit of a shipping X X
container, but included within this document are Picnic Tables

a voriety ofF unique ideas For this spoce.
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Brightly colored pichic tables add a pop
of color within the main gothering area.
This scaﬂnﬁ zohe can act as an outdoor
classroom, a comfortable place to eat
lunch, or a recoghizable mccﬁng spot while
onh a feld trip. It is adlso located away From
the main shelter to mi+iga+c lunchtime noise
while other classes continue.




PropoSed Conceptual plaN

ENTRY ZONE

PICNIC TABLES

PATHWAY

TEACHING ZONE

BLEACHERS BUILT INTO
THE HLLS sSLOPE

PLAY AREA
ENTRY ZONE

TIERED EXTENDED DECK

SHELTER (SHOWN As A
RETROFITTED sHIPPING
CONTAINER)

TEACHING ZONE




Parking

Parking For the Chidren's Forest is possible in two
areas, dlong Carter Canyon Road to the west of

the site and adjacent to Sabino Canyon Road on the )
east side. There are pros ond cons to each. Alter
reviewing the options, it is recommended that the 2
primary ‘parking be located along Carter Canyon Road AEN
and the area along Sabino Canyoh be an adlternative. PR
& ._‘“ kg
Primary Parking Areas e
_____________ & . s
Pros: 5 i
* Less trabfic and lower speed limits for chidren exiting (R [« 9
vehicles M

* More space as the road is very wide for bus parking
Cons:

x Steep terrain could be dangerous For chidren runnin
* Road is at a slope ond dead ends at residential housing

Alternative Parking Area

Pros:

* Located at the bottom of slope

* Road dead ends in Forest Service
parking area (al’rhough 3a+cd and closed in

S 5

‘ k% x j % * *
év?:;r The wide part of the road at the top of the hill is
* Higher fraffic and less area For chidren approximately 40 Ht wide. According to ASHTO standards,
exiting vehicles the turning radius of a large school bus (84 passenger)
¥Trea removal hecessar is 39.4 £+ Beyond the pavement on the east side there is
FDIELBcUt to enter and esit the site stable, Hat compacted soil For several more feet offering

a little extra room For +ur‘ning inaccur‘acy.
h++p//dcsign+ransPor+a+ionorﬂ/Documcms/TurnRadii,(qrcanookZOO4.PcH:



Outdoor ClaSSroom

THIS SPACE IS..

a place to learn
sit down and listen to the wind
a gathering space
where we learn about the natural world
sing songs about the forest

listen to teacher’s wisdom
watch the seasons change

Greot Views
Easil

accessible
From road

Gentle slopc
and nice
clcarinﬂ
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ClasSSroom+ environment+ education




fENCING

THIS ELEMENT...

creates cues of care
limits unwanted access
defines the site boundaries
is secondary to the natural landscape
is permeable to wildlife
does not limit visual access
heightens curiosity and interest
(re)uses natural materials
ensures safety of visitors
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fUNCTION + bEAUTY + mATERIALS
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IaP barrel

latilas

dowhed wood
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ire eColoGy Area

THIS ELEMENT...

has great views of the fire
is an area to watch and learn

is a somewhat flat area views
has amazing views of the forest ot
fire
reat views
) ‘ of site and
< {:5) surrounding

Forest
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“ire + plants + waterShed + people

sand box for tre suppression demos




wayfinding Area

THIS SPACE IS...

a flexible space for talks or interp
central area within the site

a place to figure out where to go
where you forget about the city

a destination visible from the entrance
a small group gathering area




wayfinding, Area
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Unusual windvane

1

ORIENTATION B!

small outdoor classroom area

2

waﬁdina
siﬁnagc




Thank you

This book. was Pr‘cParcd byz

3rd Floor Studio
ASLA Community Outreach Committee
UA I_anclscapc Architecture students

Kely VanDenBer
Bccky Blacher
Autumn Ela
Dervyn Davidson
Ana Orozco

Katia Gedroth-smith



