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50(970) Microsciurus santanderensis

portions of their ranges. M. santanderensis lacks the white subau-
ricular spots of M. alfari and the pale yellow postauricular patch
of M. aviventer, and is longer in total length (272 308 mm) than
either M. alfari (228 240 mm) or M. mimulus (235 268 mm
Eisenberg 1989; Thorington et al. 2012). M. santanderensis,
besides lacking the distinctive red pelage and tail, is shorter in
total length than the red-tailed squirrel (340 565 mm  Thoring-
ton et al. 2012). M. santanderensis is shorter in total length than
the Andean squirrel (324 341 mm), and sympatry between these
2 species may be restricted to higher elevations (2,200 3,500
m Leonard et al. 2009; Thorington et al. 2012).
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Fig. 1. \entral, lateral, and dorsal views of a prepared specimen of

Microsciurus santanderensis (male from La Albania, Mesa de Los
Caballeros, Santander, Colombia; Colecci n de Mam feros Alberto
Cadena Garc a, ICN [Instituto de Ciencias Naturales, Colombia] # 416).
Photographs by E. Rudas Burgos and H. Agudelo Zamora used with
permission.
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GENERAL CHARACTERS

Microsciurus santanderensis is a small tree squirrel (Fig. 1;
Hernkndez-Camacho 1957). Total length (mm) is 272 308, tail
length 136 152, hind foot length 42 45, and ear length 15 18
(n=5 Hernkndez-Camacho 1960). Females are slightly larger
than males (Hayssen 2008).

Microsciurus santanderensis has an ochraceous-orange (all
color descriptions follow Hernindez-Camacho 1957) dorsal and
lateral pelage mixed with black, and a black middorsal line. The
pelage of upperparts is relatively short, with 5 6 mm middorsal
hairs. The forearms are similar in color to the sides of the body,
gradually becoming lighter forward, and light pinkish-cinnamon
near the toes. The venter is pinkish buff. Postauricular spots are
absent, but subauricular spots are light ochraceous-buff. The ears
are covered inside by short orangish hairs. The back of the crown
has a large blackish spot. The rostrum and orbital ring are pink-
ish-cinnamon. The forehead is ochraceous-orange, nely mixed

Fig. 2. Dorsal, ventral, and lateral views of skull and lateral view of
mandible of Microsciurus santanderensis (male from Puerto Wilches,
Sabana de Torres, Santander, Colombia; Museo de Historia Natural,
UIS-M [Universidad Industrial de Santander, Colombia] specimen #
035). Greatest length of skull is 36.06 mm. Photograph by J. G. Moreno-
Patizo used with permission.
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forests (Otklora 2003; Skenz-Jim@nez 2010) and humid low ele-
vation forests (de Vivo and Carmignotto 2015). Although its dis-
tribution likely overlaps with those of other tree squirrels such as
M. alfari, M. aviventer, M. mimulus, the red-tailed squirrel, and
the Andean squirrel, nothing is known of interspeci c interac-
tions (Thorington et al. 2012). More research is necessary on all
aspects of the biology of this species.

CONSERVATION

Microsciurus santanderensis is currently listed as Data
De cient by the International Union for Conservation of
Nature and Natural Resources (Koprowski and Roth 2008).
Major threats to this species are unknown, and further research
is needed to determine its conservation needs.
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