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ABSTRACT

Upland Plains Village archaeological sites in Central South Dakota located
by pedestrian survey were described in terms of physiography and vegetation,
Randomly selected, non-archaeological sites were similarly described and
served to define the universe of sites available for habitation along the east
bank of the Missouri River/Lake Francis Case Reservoir, Physiographic
differences between actual and “simulated” archaeological sites suggested
that several factors were important in predicting the location of upland
archaeological sites, These included location in Agropyron smithii domi-
nated plant communities with less than 5° of slope, and southern exposure.
The model accounts for nearly 70 per cent of all variability associated with
location and distribution of archaeological sites.

INTRODUCTION

The early Plains Village tradition along the Middle Missouri River in South
Dakota is represented by two complexes of horticultural village peoples. The
earlier complex, the Initial Middle Missouri variant, spans approximately 200
years beginning in the 11th century. That complex was supplanted by the Initial
Coalescent, a blending of the Initial Middle Missouri peoples with Central Plains
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ABSTR

This paper examines the problems enco
seriation in distinguishing chronological
ground stochastic “noise” inherent in
manufacture, breakage and discard bel
the creation of “noise” in the archaeol
(POTS), which simulates both chronolo;
in the ceramic assemblages of hypothe
effects of sample size on the chronologic
It is concluded that in order to maximiz
a chronological ordering device, users sh
adequacy of their sherd samples and that
- with artificial data sets generated under e

INTRODL

In spite of the dating revolution brov
ceramic frequency seriation as a chronolc
important role in contemporary archaeol
in the discipline has been reviewed by a 1
Johnson, 1972; Michels, 1973), and it
creation, growth in popularity, and partia
the hallmark of the seriation method itself
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