
● No support for any hypotheses
● Future work may consider parenting measures as 

moderators. 

Study Strengths: 
● Considers positive developmental processes reported by 

mothers and fathers among low-income families of color. 
● Child outcomes inform children’s awareness of the 

construction of the “other(s)”. 
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● Systems of oppression (e.g., racism, discrimination) can 
be harmful for Hispanic and Black families (Haider & 
Roque, 2021). Oppression may impact the economic 
wellbeing of families (Harrell, 2000)

● The burden of economic hardship may disrupt family 
processes and influence child outcomes (Conger et al., 
2002; Haider & Roque, 2021).

● Coparenting alliance can buffer child outcomes
(Feinberg, 2003; Feinberg, 2009; Adler-Baeder et al., 
2018)

● The current study examines the association between 
economic hardship and preschool child outcomes 
(effortful control, empathy, and language development) 
when moderated by coparenting alliance.

● Data are from the Building Strong Families study that 
provided relationship skills education to low-income 
unmarried couples transitioning to parenthood (Wood et 
al., 2012).
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Methods

Study Hypothesis:
Is the relationship between economic hardship and child 
outcomes (effortful control, empathy, and receptive 
vocabulary) accounted for by coparenting alliance?


