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Pr oduction Update:

Planting Date: October is the optimum planting date for low desert areas in Arizona, although it is possible to plant alfalfa from
September through March. Crop establishment isbest in October plantings. Planting too early can result in poor crop establishment
due to hot weather, |osses from competition from summer weeds, or damage from feeding from whitefly. Winter plantingsare at risk
for freeze damage, and seedlings with onetrifoliate leaf stand abetter chance of surviving freeze damage than younger seedlings. Hay
production during thefirst spring ismissed in spring plantingsand production is delayed until thefirst summer. Spring plantingstend
to be subject to more weed competition and result in aless devel oped root system compared to fall planting during the establishment

year. Delaying planting past October can decrease yields for the life of the stand.

I nsect M anagement: Three-cornered alfalfahoppersarefound in afalfafrom springintothefall. They feed by inserting their needle-
like mouth partsinto stems and sucking out juices. Adult female hoppers girdle stems by depositing eggs causing the stem and leaves
toturnred, purpleor yellow abovethegirdle. Adultsarelight-green, thick-bodied, triangular insectsabout one-fourth inch long which
move about the plants and fly when disturbed. Nymphs are grayish-white, soft-bodied, with saw-toothed spines on their backs and are
confined to thelower portions of the plant. Nymphs may not be picked upin asweep net. Therearerarely enough three-cornered alfalfa
hoppersin alfalfafieldsto causeeconomic damage. An economicthreshold hasnot been established, but if there arefewer than 15 three-
cornered hoppers per sweep, it may not be economical to treat with insecticides.

Weed Control: October is not too early to make preemergent herbicide applications for the control of winter annual weeds. Annual
bluegrass, for instance, can be controlled with an October application of trifluralin granules but it is difficult to control thisweed once
it becomes established.

Market Summary: High Low Average Off grade
Past 2 Weeks (Sept. 10 to Sept. 23, 2001) 95 85 90 70-80
Last Year (Sept. 10 to Sept. 23, 2000) 80 75 78 60-70
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