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Production Update: November 6, 2000

Fall Dormancy: Fall dormancy refersto the growth of alfalfaduring thefall. Shortening day-length and declining temperaturesin thefall cause
differencesin growth among alfalfa cultivars not seen at other times of the year. Fall dormant cultivars have short, prostrate growth compared
to tall, erect growth of nondormant cultivars. Fall dormancy signals the beginning of the hardening process where the plant stores
carbohydrates for the oncoming winter. Fall dormancy isrelated to winter hardiness, although other factorsinfluence winter survival aswell.
Due to our mild winters, fall dormancy is an undesirable characteristic for alfalfain thelower elevation areas of Arizona. Infact, plant breeders
have been devel oping cultivarsfor mild winter areasthat arenondormant inthefall and haveincreased winter growth ever sincetheintroduction
of Hairy Peruvian alfalfain 1899. Winter survival in the lower elevationsin Arizonaisinfluenced more by cutting management and pests than
by low temperature.

| nsect Management: Sowbugs can damage alfalfa stands by feeding on seedlings in reseeded fields. Sowbugs are crustaceans not insects.
Alfalfa seed fields that have been dry for six to eight weeks usually have more of a problem, especialy if the field has received one or more
inches of rain prior to renovation. Sowbugswill eat seedling alfalfato the ground line. Feeding on leaves of older plantsrarely cause economic
damage. Monitor sowbug activity in afalfafieldsat night, after 9 p.m. Feeding damage commonly spreadsout from field borders. Sowbugs may
be found along field bordersin the daytime hiding under litter. Carbaryl (Sevin®) 5% bait may beapplied broadcast at 30 | b/acrewhen sowbug
densities are high enough to cause sever loss of seedling alfalfa stands.

Weed Control: Annual bluegrass (Poa annua) can be controlled with preemergent applicationsof Trifluralin granulesand early postemergent
applications of Select. Poast will not control this weed which beginsto germinate in October and continues to germinate until April.

Market Summary: High Low Aver. Off grade
Past 2 Weeks (Oct. 24 to Nov. 6, 2000) 100 85 0 70-85
Last Year (Oct. 24 to Nov. 6, 1999) 85 70 80 60-70
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Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, James A.
Christenson, Director, Cooperative Extension, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, The University of Arizona.
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