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Production Update:

Planting Date: October is the optimum planting date for low desert areasin Arizona, although it is possible to plant alfalfafrom September
through March. Crop establishment isbest in October plantings. Planting too early can result in poor crop establishment dueto hot weather,
losses from competition from summer weeds, or damage from feeding from whitefly. Winter plantings are at risk for freeze damage, and
seedlings with one trifoliate leaf stand a better chance of surviving freeze damage than younger seedlings. Hay production during the first
spring is missed in spring plantings and production is delayed until the first summer. Spring plantings tend to be subject to more weed
competition and result in a less developed root system compared to fall planting during the establishment year. Delaying planting past
Octaober can decrease yields for the life of the stand.

| nsect M anagement: Empoasoa spp. | eaf hopper occasi onally causeeconomic damageinlow desert alfalfa. Thesetiny yell owish-greeninsects
causea characteristic wedge-shaped yellow area on the outer end of leaflets. Theleafhoppersinject salivary toxinsthat causetheyellowing
and stunting. The yellowing can spread over the entire plant, giving the field ayellowish appearance. Adult leafhoppers migrate to afalfa
fromvegetable fields and weeds. If damaging infestations are not controlled, toxin levels in the crown may persist to stunt and yellow
subsequent cuttings. The treatment threshold is 5 to 10 leafhoppers per sweep. Treatments should be applied if countsreach 5 leafhoppers
per sweep if alfalfais 2 or more weeks away from harvest. Alfalfascheduled to be harvested in 10 daysto 2 weeksshould betreated if counts
reach 10 per sweep. Treat only the field edges where high leafhopper counts of atreatable magnitude are confined to thefirst 50 to 100 feet
of the field margin.

Weed Control: Red sprangletop has become increasingly widespread along the entire Colorado River. This is probably the result of mild
winters which have allowed it to survive and the use of herbicideswhich have controlled many other grasses but not sprangletop. Trifluralin
isineffective on established plants and Poast and Select are weak in controlling this weed.

Market SuUmmary: High Low Aver. Off grade
Past 2 Weeks (August 14-28, 2000) 70 60 65 50-60
Last Year (August 14-28, 1999) 70 60 65 50-60
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