














Native Wild Foods Of The Chiricahua Apache,
Feb/pg 1-2
Noctuidae. See Insects: Cutworms

Oak, Heritage Live. See Plants: Oak

Ocotillo For Sale, Jun/pg 2

Oenothera Berlandiera. See Plants: Mexican
Evening Primrose

Oenothera Deltoides. See Plants: Mexican
Evening Primrose

Olneya Tesota. See Plants: lronwood

Palo Fierro. See Plants: Ironwood

Periwinkle. See Plants: Vinca

Pest-wise Preparation For Fall And Winter,
Oct/pg 5-6

Phone Book Recycling, Nov/pg 5

Pillbugs. See Insects: Sowbugs and Pillbugs

Pinus Elderica. See Plants: Elderica Pine. Also
Agent's Corner, Sep/pg 4

Plant Problems: See Agent's Corner
Elm tree leaf Infestation, Jun/pg 2; Dead or
dying apple tree branches. See Agent's
Corner, Aug/pg 3-4; Afghan pine needles
browning and dropping; Spruce tree needle
drop off; Ash, plum, and pomegranate leaf
browning, Oct/pg 7; Oak tree dead branches
and leaf drop off, Nov/pg 4; Chinese elm tree
infestation, Nov/pg 4

Plants: Black-eyed Susan, May/pg 1; Boojum
Tree, Mar/5; Devil's Claw, Oct/1; ‘
Ironwood, May/pg 2; Elderica Pine, Dec/1;
Manzanita, Apr/pg 1-2; Mexican Evening
Primrose, Jul/pg 1; Nandina, Mar/pg 1; Oak,

Heritage Live, Nov/pg 1; Ocotillo, June/pg 1;

Salvia, Jan/pg 1; Vinca, Sep/pg 1-2; Zinnia,
Wild, Aug/pg 1

Plant Exchange, Oct/pg 4

Prickly Pear Cactus Beetle. See Food Coloring
with

Prickly Pear Recipes, Sep/pg 3

Preserving Summer Fruits And Vegetables,
Oct/pg 3

Probosidea arenaria. See Plants: Devil's Claw

Pruning: Demonstration, Feb/pg 4; Tips, Mar/
pg 3-4

Quercus Virginiana. See Plants: Oak, Heritage
Live

Recipes. See Prickly Pear Recipes; also
Mesquite bean jelly

Salvia. See Plants: Salvia

Seminars. See Master Gardener program
Sowbugs. See Insects: Sowbugs and Pillbugs
Spider Mites. See Insects: Mites

Spinach. See Vegetables: Spinach, May/2
Spruce Tree. See Agent's Corner, Sep/pg 4
Squash Bugs. See Insects: Squash Bugs

Tarantula. See Insects: Tarantula

Thunbergia alata. See Plants: Black-eyed Susan

Tomato Blossom End Rot. See Agent’s Corner,
Aug/pg 3-4 '

Tomato Disease. See Vegetables: Tomato
Disease ‘

Tomato Plant Frost Tip, Nov/pg 2

Trees. See Plants

Tree Care Workshop, Oct/pg 8

Tree Seedling Distribution Program, Jan/pg 3

Tree Seedlings Sale, Dec/pg 3

Tree Planting, Nov/pg 2

Unicorn Plant. See Plants: Devil's Claw

University Of Arizona: New Campus,
Mar/pg 4; Plant Disease Clinic Closing,
Aug/pg 2; Sierra Vista Campus Ground
Breaking, Jun/pg 2

Vegetables: Gardening, Sep/pg 2;
Preserving, Oct/3; Spinach, May/pg 2;
Tomato Disease, Aug/3-4; Tomato Frost
Treatment, Nov/pg 2; Frost Protection,
Nov/pg 3

Vinca. See Plants: Vinca

Water in High Desert. See Seminars:

Water Rights In The San Pedro Watershed,
Feb/pg 4

Wasp. See Insects: Trichogrammatidae

Wildflower Hot-line, Mar/pg

Willcox Orchard Tour, Jun/pg 3

Winter Fertilizing and Watering. See Agent's
Corner, Dec/pg 2

Wreath Making. See Holiday Wreaths

Xeriscape. See Seminars: Jan/pg 4

Zinnia grandiflora. See Plants: Zinnia, Wild



THE FALSE CHINCH BUG

T.J. Martin
Staff Writer

While talking on the phone one day, my
friend and local Ag. agent, Rob Call, men-
tioned that some local folks were having
trouble with a little creature called the
“False Chinch Bug” and asked me if I
would do an article on it. Of course I naive-
ly said, “Sure!” and headed off to do my
normal amount of research and to whip out
my usual 2-3 pages of well-documented facts
and bug control advice.

WRONG! I have determined that one of
the main reasons this critter is such a prob-
lem is that practically no one knows any-
thing about it! Instead of multiple scholarly
papers, encyclopedia descriptions, and pages
of recommendations from consumer-oriented
publications, I came up with a big fat ZERO
on information, and Rob was only able to
find two short paragraphs in a book pub-
lished in the early 1990's.

So this month's column is going to be
based on “by guess and by golly”, and if
anyone of our faithful readers can prov1de
further information on this bug I will be glad
to pass it on as a follow-up. In the mean-
time I can show you what it almost looks
like (the true Chinch Bug) and let you know
what I would do if this thing took up resi-
dence in my own home garden.

True to its' namesake, the False Chinch
Bug closely resembles the true Chinch Bug
which is a member of the Hemiptera and
sports the tell-tale inverted triangle on its
back behind the head (see picture). While
the real Chinch Bug is black with brown
markings and silvery “hair”, the False
Chinch Bug is red-brown as a nymph
(young, wingless immature) and grayish-
brown as a mature insect. It will grow up to
about 3 cm long and thus is a bit shorter
than the true Chinch Bug. The False Chinch
Bug is also more slender in appearance.

Chinch Bug

Ly

Nymphs Nymphs

It is a pest of potatoes, cabbage and other
cruciferous crops and is sometimes found on
grape, comn, and sorghum. It seems to be a
particularly bad problem for sugar beet
growers. The adults and nymphs alike feed
by piercing plants with sharp mouthparts and
sucking out the juices. Young plants may
die outright and older ones may simply not
have enough energy left to produce a crop.
The physical injury left by the pest may then
become an opening for opportunistic diseases
or fungi to move in,

Adults and nymphs overwinter in plant
litter and become active in the spring and
worse as the weather gets warmer. The
crescent-shaped eggs are pink in color and
are laid in the soil or on the flowers or
foliage of low-growing plants. There are
supposedly 4-5 generations per year in the
northern United States so I would guess that
they could be a problem here in southem
Arizona almost year around.

In trying to get rid of this pest, I would
treat it like most any other smallish, rather
soft-bodied garden insect. Crop rotation
should prevent population buildup and inter-
planting different kinds of crops in one area
rather than “mono-cultures” could keep them
from getting ALL of a certain crop even if
they find some of it. Since they hide and
overwinter in debris, garden clean-up is of
utmost importance. Cart away all of last
year's mess and cultivate the soil to expose
any pests or their eggs. Encourage your
neighbors to clean up also if their area might
be a breeding place for pests that will mi-
grate to your garden for supper. ’
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If you are using a hay mulch, it may pay

to change this and put out fresh and hopeful-
ly uninfested material. If this is too much,
consider raking away the hay and spreading
it out in the sun for a few days to entice the
pests to leave. At the same time, cultivate
the soil around your plants to expose any
eggs and inspect the foliage and flowers.
Needless to say, water your plants more
frequently while the mulch is off to replace
the extra water that will be lost.

Maintain proper water and nutrient levels
to keep the plants as healthy as possible. An
agricultural fleece may be appropriate as a
barrier for at least part of the season for
some crops. Encourage Lacewings, Praying
Mantids, and other insect-eating helpers
from Nature's own stock. A forceful spray
of water from the garden hose will wash
away many of the pests and splashing with a
soap and water mixture or one of the new
fatty acid soap insecticides should do a
number on the rest of them.
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If none of the above works for you (or
you just have too big of an area to cover)
you might want to try one of the less toxic
insecticides that are currently available such
as Pyrethrin, Rotenone, or Sabadilla. A fine
spray or dust would probably work the best
on these small pests. Don't forget to do the
undersides of the foliage! There are also a
number of commercial insecticides available.
Look for products targeted at such similar
insects as Leafhoppers, Stinkbugs, or Plant-
bugs, or call the Cooperative Extension
office for the latest recommendations. In all
cases, please protect yourself, non-target
creatures, and the environment no matter
what you decide to use.
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