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The Agent's
Observations

The time is fast approaching
when dormant pruning and training
of ornamental shrubs, roses, shade
trees, evergreens, fruit trees,
grapes, and brambles should be
completed. Annual pruning is done
to keep plant material producing
young growth where production of
flowers and fruit are wanted.
Generally fruit is prduced on at
least one year old wood (as is the
case of peaches, grapes, and
brambles) or two year or older
wood (as is the case with apples
and pears). Dormant pruning is
best when completed before buds
swell and open. However, pruning
can be done through the flowering
of fruit trees although competition
with honey bees may be painfull
Grapes may be pruned until small
leaves are present, though they will
bleed, but that is not damaging to
the plant. Brambles and roses can
also be pruned when small leaves
are present. Generally pruning of
flowering ornamental shrubs is
done when flowers are spent.
Deciduous shade trees (those that
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lose their leaves in the winter) and

conifers are pruned when dormant.

Evergreen shrubs can be pruned
uring early spring.

The first rule of pruning is to
remove any dead, diseased, broken,
rubbing, or parallel branches. A
parallel branch is one directly
above or below the desired branch
and shades it out or is shaded itself
Also, remove any root suckers,
water  sprouts, or branches
positioned low on the trunk. When
making cuts do not cut through the
branch collar. Cutting through the
collar will cause poor healing and
encourage disease (see illustra-
tions). Generally pruning sealer or
paint is not needed for most
pruning cuts. In some cases,
typically  ornamentals,  these
compounds can aid in decreasing
desication and disease, especially if
large cuts are made. One example
is fruitless mulberry which is
susceptible to sooty canker disease.

The most critical time to train
fruit trees is during the first three
years from planting. The first
dormant season select three to five
limbs that are well spaced around
the tree, with the lowest branch
about two feet from the ground.
This is the first whorl of scaffold
branches and should also be well
spaced up the tree trunk between
two and four feet from the ground.
Branches should be spread from
the main trunk at a 50 degree
angle using spreader sticks, ties,
or weights. This will encourage
good tree structure and initiate
early fruiting. When a
one-year-old shoot is tipped, more
growth will occur. However, if
cuts are made into two-year-old or
older wood, regrowth is much
less. Thinning cuts are made at the

base of shoots to remove them
completely from a branch.

Apple trees are trained and
pruned into a central leader,
forming a tree that is pyramidal in
shape. Peach, nectarine, sour
cherry, and Japanese plum are
trained and pruned as an
open-center tree which looks like a
wine glass. Pear, apricot, European
plum, and sweet cherry are trained
and pruned as a modified central
leader, which is similar to a central
leader tree, but the top of the leader
of the tree is pruned back to
encourage regrowth.
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Hard woods

NATURAL PRUNING STEPS

p—

Locate the branch bark ridge

2. Find Target A - outside of branch bark
ridge

3. Find Target B - swelling where branch
meets branch collar

4. If B is hard to find - drop a line at AX.
Angle XAC = to angle XAB

5. Stub branch to be pruned

6. Make cut at line AB

Mature neglected trees that need
renovating are not just a one year
project but will take several years
to correct. Half the wood of a

(continued on next page)
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Conference Registration

Date
Name
Address
City State Zip
Telephone
Full Conference $60.00
(After January 31 $70.00)
One Day $40.00
(After January 31 $45.00)
Amount Enclosed

(No refunds after February 6, 1998)

Please make check payable to:

Cochise County Master Gardeners Association
Mail to:

Cochise County Master Gardeners Association
1140 N. Colombo

Sierra Vista, AZ 85635

To help with our planning, indicate preference
for each session:

__ T'would like to attend Saturday Tour (circle 1)
A B
Look for the new commemorative T-shirts!
For information call:
The U. of A. Cooperative Extension Office
Sierra Vista, AZ (520) 458-8278, Ext. 141

(

1998 Conference Program

Thursday, February 12
7:30 - 8:45am  Registration and Breakfast

8:45-9:00am  Welcome
9:00 - 10:15 am General Session

Ted Hodoba, Author, Growing Desert Plants From

Windowsills to Gardens, past president of Native Plant

Society of New Mexico, and owner of Desert Moon
Nursery, Veguita, NM
Landscape Plants for High Deserts

10:30 - 11:45 am General Session

Robert Smith, Ph.D., Author, Venomous Animals of
Arizona, Associate Professor, Entomology, The
University of Arizona, College of Agriculture
Venomous Animals of Arizona

11:45 - 12:00 pm Exhibits
12:00 - 1:30 pm Lunch, Door Prizes & Exhibits

1:45-2:45pm  Session I

A. Rob Call, Backyard Tree Fruit Production*

B. Rob Grumbles, Joshua Trees and Other Agaves
C. Lucy Bradley, School Gardens: A Place to Grow

3:00 - 4:00 pm Session IT

A. Carolyn Chard, Square Foot Vegetable
Gardening*

B. Barb Skye, Xeriscape Principles

C. Carl Jones, Urban Tree Management and Care

4:15-5:15pm  Session III

A. Sherri Wooldridge, Creative Flower Arranging*
B. Jim Koweek, Do-Your-Own Landscape

C. Glenn Minuth, Microclimates for Gardening

Friday, February 13
7:30 - 8:45 am  Registration and Breakfast

8:45-9:00 am Welcome

9:00 - 10:15 am General Session

Sheri Williamson, Naturalist/Biologist, Southeastern
Arizona Bird Observatory, Bisbee, AZ

Wildlife Friendly Landscaping for the Southwest

10:30 - 11:45 am General Session

Tom Thompson, Ph.D., Associate Professor, The
University of Arizona, College of Agriculture
Nitrogen: What, Where, and Why

11:45 - 12:00 pm Exhibits
12:00 - 1:30 pm Lunch, Door Prizes & Exhibits

1:45 -2:45pm  Session IV

A. Don Breckenfeld, The Basics of Soil*

B. Terry Mikel, The Origins of Plant Names

C. David Christiani, Landscape Design Principles

3:00-4:00pm  Session V

A. John Begeman, Raised Bed Gardening*

B. Tom DeGomez, Landscape Trees for Elevations
Above 4,000 Feet

C. David Kopek, Ph.D., Buffalograss: It’s Now or
Never

4:15-5:1Spm  Session VI

A. Mary Olsen, Ph.D., Plant Diseases*

B. Al Buhl, Growing Wine Grapes

C. Peter Gierlach, How I Got Rich Growing Native
Plants

5:30-7:00pm  Reception

Saturday, February 14
A. Ft. Huachuca’s Historic Trees Tour-9:00 am
B. San Pedro Riparian Tour-9:00 am

*Denotes Basic Gardening Session
NOTE: ALL SPEAKERS AND TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
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peach, nectarine, or Japanese plum -

can be removed in one year. One- — VMH' & N M-'— Tree

third of the wood per year for ap-

ple, cherry, apricot, and European .

plum. Remove only one-tenth of pV uni V\g De mo

the wood per year of pear to reduce

vigorous regrowth which is suscep-

tible to a bacterial disease called Apple

fire blight. Pear Pecan

For further information on prun- Cherry Walnut

ing plan to attend the fruit and nut Plum Pistachio

tree demo on Saturday, February Peach

14 (see flier in this newsletter) or .

contact the Cooperative Extension Nectarine

office.

Robert E. Call Saturday, February 14, 1998

Extension Agent, Horticulture 9:00 am

1534 Apache Point, Hereford
Everyone is welcome to (Turn West on Ramsey Canyon Road, turn left at Richard Road and

A~ attend the free pruning turn right on Apache Point Road, proceeding for 1/2 mile to #1534)

demonstration! Demonstration given by
Robert E. Call
@ Extension Agent, Cochise County




