











The Agent's
Observations

QUESTION: What are the red
fuzzy bugs that are climbing on
my lawn? They have white
markings on their backs and
eight legs from 1/8th to nearly a
Y2 inch long. Do they harm my
ornamental plants?

ANSWER: These “bugs” are
really giant red velvet mites.
They are not bugs but rather
arachnids or members of the
spider family which have four
pairs of legs, two body parts, no
antenna, and piercing, sucking
mouth parts. These are the
largest spider mites in our area.
Most spider mites are quite
small and a hand lens is needed
to even see and identify them.
Control: The giant red velvet
mite is a predator and feeds on
other arthropods. Adults and
nymphs also prey on termites.
You can destroy them by step-
ping on them or spraying with
insecticidal soap.

QUESTION: I have two things
growing on my lawn. One is a
black material that feels greasy
when I touch it. It is on the
ground and also on the blades of
grass. The other material is
orange-white in color and is
moist to the touch but dries out
and is chalky the next day. Any
ideas of what these things are?

ANSWER: Did you change
your oil over your lawn? If not
then the black substance is a
slime mold that is dormant in
the soil until large amounts of

moisture fall on the ground.
The environmental conditions
are then right for this organism
to reproduce and migrate. The
other material is a spore mat of
a fungus that is in the soil.
Again when environmental con-
ditions are right the fungal or-
ganism, which lives in the soil,
will send up a reproductive
structure to spread spores there
by reproducing.

Control: There is nothing that
needs to be done to control
these organisms. They were in
the soil all along and have just
put up reproductive structures.
As the ground and air dry out
they will disappear only to reap-
pear when the environmental
conditions are right.

QUESTION: My compost pile
was doing very well, but after
the recent rains we have had it
really smells bad. What hap-
pened and what can I do about
it?

ANSWER: Your compost pile
is too wet and therefore has
very little if any air available to
the organisms that break down
organic matter in it. Anaerobic
respiration or fermentation has
taken over and is causing the
bad smells.

Control: Turn over the com-
post pile to get more air intro-
duced into it. This will allow
normal decomposition of the or-
ganic matter. Try and keep the
compost pile as moist as a well
rung-out sponge throughout the
pile. In the desert the outside of
the pile dries out quickly. Re-

wet the surface every couple of
days as needed.

QUESTION: My tomatoes
have cracks around the stem
end and black sunken tissue on
the blossom end. What is
wrong?

ANSWER: Cracking around
the stem is caused by high tem-
peratures and watering prac-
tices. However, the cracking is
genetic. There are varieties that
do not crack. The “Mountain”
series, including “Mountain
Pride” and “Mountain Delight”
from North Carolina do not
crack. The other problem is
called blossom end rot. Itis a
physiological condition that
arises because of varying mois-
ture in the soil. The plant can-
not transport enough calcium to
meet the demand in forming cell
walls even though there is
plenty in the soil. Most nutri-
ents are carried in water to up-

- take sites on the root hairs.

Sometimes a secondary fungus
like sooty mold will colonize the
tissue causing a black fungal
growth. Other plants like
squash, pepper, chili, and mel-

~ons can have blossom end rot

also.

Control: Water consistently
and deeply and apply mulch to
keep soil moisture consistent.
Early fruit have more blossom
end rot problems that fruit pro-
duced later, so be patient. The
fruit is still edible just cut out
the bad parts.

Robert E. Call
Extension Agent, Horticulture
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Huachuca Means Thunder!
© July 1995
Van Stetler
Master Gardener

I could clearly smell the rain In 1540, the river, San Pedro

And I watched as the thunderheads gathered Was one mile wide where beaver
But the rains fell in the mountains, And Sonoran otters could hide.

Not on my little garden in the valley below. In the cool tall grass prairie of thunder.

The Indians, the buffalo And now it rains mostly in the mountains,
- And the beaver are long gone.* But on the plateau mostly in memory of!
Like moist misty memories The cool tall grasses
On the prairies of thunder.

The tall grass prairie of thunder.

The cattle over-grazed and ate the virgin grasses, All the while the rain clouds thin and disperse

The rains then came and eroded the thick sod . . . Leaving little to no rain
Vanished like a rainbow . . . On my garden in the valley,
Tall grass prairie of thunder. Where tall grass and buffalo once stood.

As Coronado described:
“Tall climax grasses that were luxuriant
Enough to hide a man on horseback.”
The cool tall grass prairie
Beneath the Mountains of Thunder!

“Man meant to you no harm
But his horses and cattle had to eat
And these changes must come,
Like Russian Thistle (tumbleweed) and Mesquite.”

*Beaver may be reintroduced back into the San Pedro‘ecol,ogical system, but the buffalo may never return as
the native grazing grasses are now too sparse to support the herds that once flourished in days of yore.




