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PLANT OF THE MONTH

The manzanita became .my favorite plant of the h1gh -,d@sent mpon-
my fifst encounter with it shortly after moved to A

limbs and smooth, bronze-red bark of the man makedtas

a newcomer to the Southwest. And, when it is bloommg, as it has been
for the past several weeks, the delicious fragrance of the hlossoms wafts
on the wmds even at lower elevauons

Caln ‘FShfu’b whi.ch bélﬂﬂgs ; to e _'; . :.:i--:_ﬁ—'_';i—.:ly

i ; pla :
spring with dense clusters of urn-shaped blossoms rangmg fmm wlnte to
pale pink to deep pink. The fruits which appear in the. fall are red-brown
berries, and it is fron: this tiny berry that the name seems to derive.
Manzana means‘apple in Spanish; manzanita, the chmmunve form, means
little apple.
- Commiofi-manzanita is a chaparral plant which growsat elevations
from 3,000 to 8,000 feet. It is a valuable food for wildlife, and there is
much evidence in Ihe Huachuca Mountains-of the fondness the javehna has
for it. ’
Since manzamta is a very hard wood, thére are other nsm for it.
Itis parueularly suited for bird perchies and "bird gyms” because large
bll‘ds and para if_‘j—m cannot mﬂy d&stroy the wood Wlth theu- bmks As

sed for a dye and as a '»medwmal astnngent._ Natlve
Americans used: the leaves for tobacco andx the berries for food.
(Contirived on next page) .
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The manzanita is not a protected
~ plant, but to remove it for transplanting to
the landscape, one must have the permission
of the landowner. . Some people think it is
difficult to transplant So, if you prefer, it
is available in local nurseries. For those
who might like tp germinate seeds, success
could be erratic. The seeds need scarifica-
tion (in nature wildlife and .fires aid -this
process). Collect the seeds and store in
airtight -containers in a cool place. The
following year stratify (keep at 40° for three
months) and sow.

CUTTINGS 'N' CLIPPINGS

[ ] A research team from the National

Autonomous University of Mexico in

-+ Cuautitlan reports that the tiny crimson
' beetle that preys on the prickly pear cactus
can provide a safe, stable red pigment for

* - coloring foods— The pigment extracted from

female cochineal beetles (Dactylopius
coccus) has been tested extensively, but
because harvesting the dye is labor-intensive,
it is 'very expensive. Because the pigment is
- derived from an ‘entirely natural source, the
dye needs no approval from the FDA.
- (Science News, September 14, 1991)
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* Sara Hayden

T:1. Martin

Elizabeth Riordon
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Articles to be published in next month's
newsletter must be received at the Sierra
Vista Cooperatxve Extensxon Office by
Apnl 24.

COCHISE GLOBAL ReLEAF

Joanine McEnh‘re
Cochise Global ReLeaf is planmng to o
participate at the Earth Day Fair in Sierra

Vista at the Wal-Mart Plaza on April 25. If
you would like to help volunteers distribute

information on drought-toleransitrees, please = .-

contact Dee Lewis (458-4170: evenings). We .’
will have posters and seeds avaxlab}e for;
sale.

Are you looking for a project? Do
you have a place and the supplies to start
seeds? Since 1990, Cochise Global ReLeaf
has been growing out seedlings in two tree
banks which are located on volunteers'
properties in Palominas and Pomerene.
Now, Cochise Global ReLeaf will provide
you with seeds to grow out. Your project
will be to start a small nursery, and in the
future donate the successful seedlings to the

- --established CGR.tree-banks for-transplanting— - - —

and more growth, or to schools, public
agencies, or non-proﬁt orgamzauons who
apply for trees. LA
You can choose what kind of seeds to: ¢
grow, and start a selection every year. We -
have Arizona Ash, Mesquite, Desert Wil-
low, Honey Locust, Border Pine, Alligator
Juniper, Chinaberry, ‘Arizona Cypress,
Arizona Walnut, and commg soon, Siberian -
{ Elm. Interested? Please contact me (432- -

f{ 9455 days/432-5864 evenings) for more -

information. Cool the globe: plant a tree! -



proper operaung levels er rauos

eqmpment can prevent d@mage and i mjury to
your plants, yourself; and to. your equip-
ment.  Safety procedures and faintenance

guidelines can be found in: 'owners/operators

manuals, which should be tead, kept handy,
and passed on when equipment changes o

hands.
‘ Three key eleménts for good electric
motor and gasoline engine niaintenance are:
Keep the motor or engine cool.
Excess het_st will ruin ejther and is produced
when overload occurs ot the cooling system:
is clogged. Keep the machine ¢lean inside

and out; around fans, shroudmg, and ceehng '
0il 1s necessary for both lubrication

ﬁns

itrash out of rotating

parts, especially engine parts. Safety first

here! Never attempt to clear debris while

unit is under power. Trash wrapped around
shafts or debris in coohng fan can burn out
a motor or burn up an engine. Always

check these areas before starting up andr_

during breaks in operation.
3. Keep parts lubricated. Dll‘t
water, -and other contaminants: will damage:

motors and engines if pemntted to enter the

lubrication system, usually through the
carburetor or air intake. Fhe abrasive action
of dirty lubricants will cause overhmﬁng and
thinning o
filters will cause exeessxve heating and slow
pmper lubing. Two stioke engines are

ated by il mixed with gasoline
ate this mixture often and limit

stroke engme oil should be changed within

connection. and replaced if da
-:operatxen is, paras

‘'WATCH QU

the lubncant ‘Dirty air or oil

: to: a month if possible. Four

‘twenty-five hours of service, and fifteen:
houts of heavy dusty use. Periodic lubrica-
tion of shafts, cables, and axles-will improve

" machine longevity.

The use of power equipment in our
landscape is time saving, convenient, and

... sometimes: very frustrating and expensive.
‘Preventive maintenance of your motors and
engines will always pay for stseIf so lessen

the stress.

If you haven't fired up your tnmmer,
mower, edger, shredder, or tiller yet, then
you should clean:all filters, empty fuel from

‘tank and float bowt if provided, replace with
- .'fresh fuel and read the start up procedures, :

should be checked for fraymg and good

amaged. Safe
nount, but always think
clean air, cIeau 911 clean fuel, sharp edges,

proper timing, and your equipment should
- work for you, not vice versa. o

FOR LATE FROSTS
STAKE NEW TREES
PARE FOR PESTS. o
“Put out codling moth traps x
PLANT COOL SEASON VEGETABLES
_ Vegetable Varieties for Arlzona '

Femlzzmg Home Gardens in Arizona

) A complete packet = 0ne yesr $ wo,f th .

Sxerra szta Coopemuvc »Eansmn @fﬁee,

as well as the two pamphlets listed above,

you need to consult them,




~ BOYCE THOMPSON SOUTHWESTERN ARBORETUM ANNOUNCES...
, The fifteenth annual Plant Release and Arid Land Plant Show. '
April 4 through April 12, 1992, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm daily

. Plant release featuring new and unusual drought-tolerant landscapinig introductions proven
successful at Arboretum dud sister institutions during recent years ' B
@ " Caeti and succulents ' ' N
® Choice plants for indoor use . , ¥
®  Seeds of desert plants . : I
[ Cuttings of cacti and succulents’
- The Arboretum is cooperatively managed by Arizona State Parks, the University of Atizona, and the non-
-profit Arboretum. corporation. . , : : 1
SR Address: P.O..Box, AB, Superior, AZ 85273 - Tel: (602) 689-2811

THERE WILL BE AN ADMISSION

The second annual Earth Day ENVIRO-THON will be held Saturday, April 25 at Plaza
Vista Center (comner of Highway 90 Bypass and Charleston Road). Hours are 10:00 am until
2:00 pm. Last year's event drew an estimated 10,000 people! Come on out and check out the
Master Gardener- display, and also the displays of approximately 15 other groups (including a
recycling area, the Tombstone Vigilantes, B- Troop Display, and many other exciting
participants).- _

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the United States Department of
Agriculture; Janics A. Cliristenson, Director, Cooperative Extension, College of Agriculture, The University of Arizona and Arizona Coiirities
cooperating. The University of Arizona College of Agriculture is-an equal opportunity employer authorized'to provide research, educational
informdtion siid other services only to individuals and institutions that function withiout regard to sex, race; religion; color, national origin, age,
Vietnam' Era Veteran's status, or-handicapping condition. »

The information given herein is supplied-with the uridératanding that no discrimination isiritended and no endorsement by Cooperative Extension
is implied. ‘ :
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AME; Cutworm, Miller's Moth

DESCRIPT ON: ADULTS - Mottled grayish or brownish moths with a 1 - 1% inch wingspan,

The hmd ‘wings are paler in color, Nocturnal ih nature, they are attracted to street and porch
3S - The eggs are laid in the soil near food plants. LARVAR - The laivae ge

‘on the

rown, often with stripes or spots (I have observed ones with friangle-shapes

de They cani grow to 1% - 2 inches in length. If disturbed, they will curl up. Cutworms
are seldom seén in the light of day. PUPAR - The larvae pupate in the soil, sometimes making
a sort of eatth "shell” around them.

LIFE CYCLE: There may be up to five generations per year, especially in 1 - ¢limates:
such as ours. The eggs in-the soil hatch and the latvae feed on the avallable plants until they
have fully matufed. They then burrow into the soil and pupate. If early enough in the year,
they will emerge as a new generauon of adults; seek a mate, and lay more eggs to repeat the

‘eycle. Cutworms ovetwinter in the soil s larvae or pupae.
HOST

LANTS: Al garden vegetables.
transplanted swdlmgs

QF YEAR Early spnng (approx March in Slerra Vista) to fmst in w:ly Wmtaer .':.

,_:pecla‘lly viilfierable - ate” newly Spfouted o

WHAT TO LOOK FOR: I you walk to your garden and see your new: seedlings toppled hke .

2 clearcut forest then you can be fairly assured that the cutworm is the culprit. 'z['hey cut the
stems, slem: through just above or below the soil line.

PROBLEMS AND D". M. ;GE “As. mlght be eéxpected, severe problems' arise -if alli youn;.
seedlings are cut down. If they don't happen to get the main stem the first night, youcant be
sure théy will be back for another meal the next.

CULTURAL ‘CQNTROLS Deep plowing, tilling, or dlggmg in the late fall and agam in the
spnn will'expos ggg_sgndovex_'vv_mt.e_rm"”l_“_« e s ndpick

-4

pests befor they eome out of !udmg Some folks say that 1f fycm ”,lace a toothyxck nmli
upright fiext to the seedling, the cutworm will not be able to fell the plant. You may. Ty
ng in the soil around:a felled plant to expose the pest as it often settles down to: sleep nght.
next 1o it's-latest vxcﬂm

ANTING AND REPELLENTS: Extract of pmeapple weed or sagebrus}m is

'ssuppasedlyf an effecuve“ repellent.

TRAPPLAN TS OR BATTS: Citworms love cornmeal butcannot digest it. Enclmleyeurplantsl |
w1th atlns'. matenal and they may get a fatal stomaehache Another bait is a sticky combination




1 that can be sef ont on the ground andith




