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First Lessons Learned

= Concise information

= Simple and easy to
understand

= Timely and up to
date

= |Local information
(county scale)

= Comes from a
trusted source -
partnership with
extension

= Historical context
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More Lessons Learned

= Traditional climate variables
not always meaninful

= Return rate low

» Repeat exposure aids
understanding

= Users unable to make quick
conclusions

= |nformation needs to be
Interpreted

= No real entry or starting point



SECC Spring Climate Outlook
Date Issued: March 10, 2006

Return of La Nifa - After nearly two years of near normal sea surface temperatures in the tropical
Pacific (Meutral conditions), cooling began to take place in the far eastern Pacific near the coast of
. South America during October. Initially, the cooler waters were confined to this region, but have
C I I m ate O utl OO kS since spread westward to the international date line. The pattern of unusually cold sea surface
temperatures is now taking the classic La Nifa configuration. This La Mifa event is unigue in the
sense that it is highly unusual for a cold (or warm event, for that matter) to form so late in the
season. Historically, formation usually begins by late summer or fall, and the event approaches
maturity by the early winter months. For more information on conditions in the Pacific Ocean,

. Quarterly, fOCUS on neXt please refer to our La Nifa discussion: El MNifo/La Nifa Discussion

3-6 months Average SST Anomalies
5 FEB — 4 MAR 2006
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= Highlights seasonal
iIssues or threats

-3 -2 -1 -05 05 1 2 3
u N O more th at 2 pag es Sea surface temperature anomalies averaged over the last month (C).

General Climate Qutlook for the Spring - The classic La Nifa climate pattern in the Southeast
.S, corresponds to Fall, Winter, and Spring seasaons that are generally warmer and 20% to 40%
drier than normal. La Nifa is also known to bring an active wildfire season to Florida and the
coastal plains of Alabama and Georgia. Because of the mild nature of La Mifia winters, the risk of
damaging freezes is reduced.



Current Conditions - As stated above, the climate impacts from the developing La Nifa have
been inconsistent so far this Winter. December brought cocler than normal temperatures to the

eastern U.S. and regular rainfall in Florida and the Southeast, a very atypical climate given a La
Mifia. January, on the other hand, saw warm temperatures over the east and midsection of the U.5.
with record warmth in the midwest. January also brough a drying trend in the Southeast and desert
Southwest, consistent with known La Nina climate patterns. This pattern has broken down in the
first two weeks of February with a series of storms and cold fronts sweeping through the
Southeast, but the last 30-40 days have seen the return of more typical La Nifa climate patterns.
For more information on recent weather conditions in the Southeast, see the following links:

Bl Tieps N=sn % changs UEHCH 1k
from Mewlrsl Maar Jen—Feb—Mar Reljuiskis
Pracipilation

S

Typical Jan.-Mar. rainfall during La Nifia.

I
23 a0 Ta 125 122 ITE

Rainfall over the last 30 days expressed as
percent of normal.

Florida Automated Weather Metwork

Georgia Automated Environmental Monitoring Network
Alabama Office of the State Climatoloaist

Southeast Hegional Climate Center

Wildfire Outlook - Because of the prolonged warm and dry conditions that La Mifa brings to the
Southeast in the Winter and Spring months, it usually sets the stage for a very active wildfire
season. On average, twice the normal acreage is burned in Florida alone during La Mina wildfire
seasons. While the recent heavy rains in the first week of February has eased the wildfire danger
for the time being, we expect the threat to ramp up in the Spring if the usual La Mifa climate
patterns establish themselves. Please reference our wildfire risk forecast, based on the Keetch-
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Produced by the Southeast River Forecast Center -

24-Hour Precipitation Ending TAM EST, 2/28/2005
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Success of Climate Outlooks

Media ready

All or parts can be pasted into
extension newsletters

AgClimate hit rates spike on
release of the outlooks

Provide natural link for our
partners at FAWN and
GAEMN

Great feedback from growers,
agents, and extension
specialists
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Climate experts say warm, dry spring is ahead
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Climate experts say warm, dry
spring is ahead
By SHARON OMAHEN University of Georgia

Most Georgians probably don’t care much about
weather patterns in the Pacific Ocean. But an
unusually cold ocean surface there should bring
warmer, drier weather here this spring.

Periodic warming or cooling of tropical Pacific Ocean
surfaces, known as El Nino or La Nina, can affect
U.S. weather patterns. E1 Nino brings more winter
rains. La Nina has the opposite effect.

“The temperatures in the Pacific Ocean affect the
mainland U.S. because they affect the jet stream
patterns.” said Joel Paz, an Extension
agrometeorologist with the University of Georgia
College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences.

Paz said these ocean temperatures were normal for
nearly two years. But then “the far eastern Pacific,
near the coast of South America, began to cool in

News-Reporter o >
All Rights October,” Paz said.
Reserved
“The cooling water has since spread westward to the
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Crop-specific
Outlooks

= Released at critical times
for the given commodity

= Direct input from extension
specialists

= Gives management
options, not

recommedations

Peanut Sept. 05, Ethowersi

John Beasly,
Mar. 06 William

Birdsong

Citrus Sept. 05 John
Jackson

Winter Sept. 05 Doug Mayo

Pasture

Peanut Outlook Printer [ 7=

Date Issued: March 10, 2006 Friendly @
Version

ﬂl‘;ﬂﬂﬂ"ﬁﬂfﬁﬂﬁ ﬁﬂiﬁj?i‘ﬁ;‘ﬁ;‘; Departure from Normal Precipitalion (in)

than normnal conditions far planting i

peanuts in Alabama, Florida, and IKi;EDDE 3/1/2ﬂﬁ5

Gaorgia. = 5

The climate forecast from the Southeast
Climate Consortium indicates that the

region will be dominated by the affacts of :
the La Mifia conditions in the Pacific g
Ocean in the next 3 to & months. La Mina

is charactenzed by unusually cold ocean +
temparature, a5 compared to EINifo, 2

which is characterzed by unusually warm
ocean temperatures. For detailed rainfall

and tempearature predictions for individual
counties, you can use the climate sk tool
dewveloped by the SECC at the AgClimate

waeb site (waww. agolimate.org).

Pk
Departure from normal predpitation for January 1
toMarch 1, 2006. (Image courtesy of SERCC).

Peanut Planting Date

The increased likelihood of warmer- and drier-than normal spring may encourage growers o plant eardy. However,
growers must consider other factors such as risk of tomato spotted wilt virus (TSW\W) and soil temperature in any
planting date decision. Studies show a dramatic increase in tomato spotted wilt virus (TSWW) for peanuts planted in
aarly to mid April. There is also a sk of increased TSWW on peanuts in mid-to late-Apnil. If you decide to plant
aarier, consider planting vaneties with good resistance to TSWW such as AP-3, C-B8R, or Georgia 02C. For mare
information check the University of Georgia Peanut Disease Risk Index or the University of Florida EDIS publication
S5-AGR-13 at http:/edis.fas.uflLedu/AG247

Warn spring and counties in lower latitude may allow for eardier plantings i soil temperatures and moisture conditions
are conducive to uniform germination and emergence of seed. It is recommended to plant aftar the 4-inch soil
temparature has reached 65 oF for three consecutive days or longer. The Flonda Automated Weather Metwork and
Georgis Automated Environmental Monitoring Metwork monitor soil temperature dats at several locations in Florda
and Georgia, respactively.

Conservation Tillage

Growsars practicing conservation tilage peanut production with cover crops and strip till may considar killing covar
crops earlier this year to avoid further depletion of soil moisture. More information about conservation tilage can be
found in the University of Florida EDINS publication 55-AGR-185 at htto:Vedis.fas. ufl.edu/AGT18T




Success of Crop-Specific Outlooks

Participation by extension
specialists fosters
ownership

Widely included in county or
area newletters

Continued engagement
keep climate issues in the
forefront




Summaries or interpretations

versus detailed information

Involvement of customers
critical

Information grows stale
quickly, moving to monthly
climate outlooks
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Warm, dry Spring predicted
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Local News

Jones County Extension Agent Frank Sears
Email this story to a friend

Sports

[ just received some interesting information concerning the

In the Garden

weather predictions for the spring and summer ahead and I
rhought that I would pass it along to you in this week's news

Opinions

column,

Obituaries

According to Joel Paz who is an Extension Agrometerologist with
the University of Georgia College of Agricultural & Environmental

Legals

Bciences, we are headed for what is called a "La Mina Spring”.

Classifieds

What this means is that colder water surface temperatures now
ccurring in the Pacific Ocean will affect our U.S. Weather

Real Estate

patterns and typically this occurrence brings warmer and drier

Just the Facts

eather to our part of the country.

Social Scene New!

ccording to Paz, Georgia, Florida, and Alabama will see drier and
warmer-than-normal weather for late winter and spring. If this

School Menus

ccurs, you may want to plan ahead and consider mulching your
andscape plants this spring so that they will not be as stressed

Service Directory

Huring drier weather.

Out and About

Mulching landscape plants helps to prevent rapid losses of soil
moisture due to evaporation. As our weather warms and hotter

Crossword Answers

weather arrives, our evaporation rate increases. It's not
incommeon through the hot summer months to have an

Jones County, GA

evaporation loss as high as 1/3 inch of water per day.

It's also possible if we do see a warm spring that you may be able
to get started planting some of your garden vegetables a little
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